											8th March 2024
Dear Parents/Carers 
During the Autumn Term, we conducted a parent survey to gather views/opinion on homework. We would like to thank those of you who took the time to complete the survey, and we hope that your views are mirrored in the changes we are making to homework this academic year. 
329 (78%) of parents completed the survey and all year groups from Reception to Year 6 were well represented. 
The general feedback was:
· Whilst homework is an important part of children’s learning, when given, it needs to be purposeful and should enthuse children across different subjects, not just English and Maths. 
· Regular reading, spellings and times tables are seen as necessary skills that need practising both at home and in school and parents are happy to support their children with these skills.  
· A greater understanding of what children are learning each term would be appreciated.
· Balancing family time, hobbies and homework can present a challenge and too much homework can impact not only the child’s stress but add stress to the whole family.
· School holidays are a time for families and homework at these times should be minimal.
· More challenging homework should come with worked examples for parents to be able to support their child correctly. 
 Much of this feedback mirrored the views of our staff and our pupils. 
With this feedback in mind, we have made changes to the way in which homework will be given. From this point on we will move to a half termly homework overview, the first of which has been sent home with your child this evening (I appreciate we are part way through the half term, but this first overview is an opportunity to familiarise yourselves and the children with the new procedure). 
We are all in agreement that spelling, reading, and learning times tables remain the most vital things which you can do to support your child’s learning at home. All of these are done as part of our daily lessons in school but through reinforcing these at home, they become embedded. These elements of homework will remain ongoing, considered our ‘non-negotiables’. As every year, we ask that you read with your child as regularly as possible, though ideally daily for those younger children still learning to read. Spellings remain a weekly task, provided half termly, therefore allowing the revisiting of previous spelling lists when time allows to ensure the learning is embedded. Times tables are the key to making maths more accessible. If children know their tables with speed and accuracy, then maths becomes far easier. Times Table Rock Stars is a fun way of reinforcing these. These ‘Non-Negotiables’ are at the top of the overview.
The rest of the overview outlines the knowledge being covered across other subjects during the half term as well as offering you as parents, some optional wider curriculum homework tasks that aim to support your child’s learning. These include practical activities, written work and projects. Some of the tasks take very little time to complete, whilst some are longer; some aim to involve the whole family too e.g. popping into church to light a candle. 
There is no expectation to complete all of these tasks, nor to complete them by a set date but any child wishing to complete them can hand them in at school or share them with their teacher via Class Dojo before the start of the next half term. From this point on, these termly overviews will be sent home as a hard copy and posted on your child’s Class Dojo page at the start of each half term. 
Parents also mentioned that some of the homework set, particularly in Y5 and Y6 is challenging and some parents have concerns that they either don’t have the knowledge or may not be using the correct method to support their children at this level, therefore, we will be introducing a Homework Club in the summer term for pupils in Upper Key Stage 2 to complete some of their homework in school if they wish to do so.
I hope that you feel your views have not only been valued but been well considered in our new approach to homework.
M STEVENSON
Headteacher
 
