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Learning to read: supporting your child at home

Learning to read is one of the most important skills that your child will develop over the next few years. The more support and encouragement that you can offer your child, the more likely that he or she will progress with enthusiasm and ease.

At school we are using the Oxford Reading Tree series to take your child through the early stages of learning to read. We are using the Floppy’s Phonics Sounds and Letters teaching programme, which is a step-by-step synthetic phonics program, to introduce children to the letters and sounds (the alphabetic code) that are the foundation of all reading and writing.

To reinforce the teaching in school, your child will bring home some books to share with you. 

All the books have notes on the inside cover to guide you on how best to use them with your child.
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We may also send home Grapheme and Picture Tiles, Activity Sheets and Say the Sounds Posters for your child to practise phonics at home. Any of these simple resources will come with full instructions, and your child’s teacher will be able to answer any questions you have.

Please contact your child’s teacher with any questions or you may also like to visit www.oxfordowl.co.uk for further information about phonics and helping your child to read at home, and for free resources and eBooks. 
Books we will be sending home are:

[image: image2]
FLOPPY’S PHONICS TEXT BOOK:

These books and an Online version of the books will be used to teach your child phonics in school. If your child brings one of these books home, it will be closely matched to the sounds they will be learning at school. They should need very little support to read this book but will be full of enthusiasm to show you how much they have been learning in school. 

Your Child’s class teacher will let you know via Class Dojo which book they are currently looking at (usually one book over two weeks). You can then access the online version on Oxford Owl even if you don’t have the book at home. 

Username: holyrosay


Password: holyrosary
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FLOPPY’S PHONICS DECODING PRACTICE:
Floppy’s Phonics Decoding Practice readers are fully aligned to each stage of the Floppy’s Phonics teaching program.

They consolidates taught GPCs at each stage of the program, ensuring that each book matches children’s reading with their phonics knowledge to improve confidence and motivation. There is a variety of text types which will support your child to practice and consolidate their phonics knowledge in different contexts. Your child should be able to read most of this book with very little help at home. 
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LABELS IN THE ILLUSTRATIONS.
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Debbie Hepplewhite’s Top Tips
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WORD SPARKS:

Word Sparks Books at Levels 1 to 6 are fully decodable and aligned to our Phonics Progression. Your child should be able to read most of the ‘Child Text’ with very little support. The books have ‘adult’ texts that are to be read by an adult. They have ‘Vocabulary Prompts’ that allow you to deepen your child’s comprehension skills and knowledge of a range of vocabulary. 
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FLOPPY’S PHONICS FICTION: 

These are systematic phonic books and are filled with Oxford Reading Tree’s best-loved characters at their heart, your children can put their phonics skills into practice at every stage with these engaging decodable readers. Your child should be familiar with the sounds in each book and so it should help them to practise reading          skills learnt in class. 
[image: image6.png]Floppy’s
Phoﬂics



RIGBY STAR:
Rigby Star Phonics Books are a series of fiction and non-fiction phonically decodable readers designed to enable children to apply their phonics skills to reading, fluency and comprehension. Your child should be able to decode these books with very little support. 
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TRADITIONAL TALES
The Oxford Reading Tree Traditional Tales series of some of the best-known stories from around the world carefully adapted for children to read themselves. The series is beautifully written and illustrated to capture children's imaginations. The books are decodable so your child should be able to read this with little support. 
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OTHER BOOK

Every week your child will bring home one other book. This book will not be fully decodable. This means it will have sounds and words that are unfamiliar to them. It is important to support your child when reading this book by helping them with words they don’t know. These books are usually very repetitive and so help children to learn high frequency words. They are also great for developing comprehension. 
READING ROUTNES:

Your child will bring home at least two books every week. One will be fully decodable that your child should be able to mostly read themselves. The other will not be fully decodable and so your child will need more support to read this book. 

You should aim to read at least 3x per week with your child. Even if you have completed both of your books re-reading is so important for confidence and fluency. 
Your child will have daily phonics lessons where reading will be the focus. They will have the opportunity to read with their Teacher or Teaching Assistant throughout the week. 
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